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Some DVD players just can't play SVCD... but in this case and if you are lucky your DVD player may be able to play VCDs that use the "VCD-
Header Trick".

By changing the "Header" of a SVCD MPEG-2 video file into the one of a "VCD2.0 MPEG-1 non standard" file and by using it as standard
VCDZ2.0 file, you may be able to play MPEG-2 files with your home DVD player. (Note: MPEG2 has a much better video quality than
MPEGL1...).

. The VCD-Header trick

The VCD-Header trick

The trick explained in this guide was found in the excellent "VCDHelp forum". It's always a good thing to search trough the topics of this forum
(there is always something that can help you, or you can help with.).

Principle :

Some DVD players just can't play SVCD... but if you are lucky your DVD player may be able to play VCDs that use the "VCD-Header Trick".
By changing the "Header" of a SVCD MPEG-2 video file into the one of a "VCD2.0 MPEG-1 non standard" file and by using it as standard
VCD2.0 file, you may be able to play MPEG-2 files with your home DVD player. (Note: MPEG2 has a much better video quality than MPEG1...).

1 Warning: The VideoCDs you will create with such modified files will be "non standard" in the sens that if you change your home
DVD player you may be unable to read them in the future...

First, make a normal MPEG-2 file (for example with TMPGEnc using its SVCD-templates). You normally only have to add this file to VCDEasy in
order to create a SVCD 1.0... But this is exactly what some home players can't play... The idea is to use the MPEG-tools in TMPGEnNc to
multiplex this MPEG2 file for SVCD (with a "MPEG-2 Super VideoCD [VBR]" header) again but this time just with a different header (the "MPEG-
1 VideoCD [non standard]" header). If the multiplexing is done right , VCDEasy will recognize the file as a MPEG-1 video file, you then will be
able to create a VCD 2.0 (with a MPEG2 file in fact... hoping your player will be able to play it...). Note that PowerDVD will recognize this file

as MPEG-2 file (while playing, do a right click on the video, choose "Show information" in the pop-up menu )

Also, not all home players can play VCD's like this. But mine (JVC XV-521BK) does, while it can not play SVCDs.

Start TMPGENc, and close the wizard if there is one.
Select "MPEG Tools" in the "Files" menu.
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MPEG Tools

Simple Multiple:-:] Simple De-multiples De-multiplex | Merge & Eut]

Tvpe: |MF'EI3-'I Syztem [automatic) ﬂ
File Information Add
Delete
Clear

Output; Browse

Run | Cloze

o Select the "Multiplex" tabbed page

o Click on "Add" to open your file-browser and then select your MPEG2 file

Quwrir

Regarder dans : |@‘v’idens j & % Ef-

SYCD - TMPGERE. mpg

Morn du fickier [SCD - TMPGEne.mpg
Fichiers de type : |MF'EI3 stream[“.mpg;“.mpeg;“.mEp;“.mv;“.mEv;“.mpv;“.j Annuler

You should then have something like this

http://www.vcdeasy.org

2/6



Simple Multiple:-:] Simple De-multiplex  Multiples l De-multiple:-c] herge & Eut]

Tvpe: |h-1F'EI3-2 Program [VBR] E
File Infarmation TR
SWCD - TMPGEne... MPEG-2 Video 4808576 25fp: 2600kbps o
SWCD - TMPGEnc.... MPEG-1 Audio Layer-2 44100Hz 224kbps Delete
Clear

Output; E:\Wideos"SVCD - TMPGEnc. mpg Browse

Run | Cloze

o You can see here the video stream, and the audio stream

o Note that "MPEG-2 Program(VBR)" is selected in the "Type" drop down list. This is the original header of this file... And this is what we
have to change...

MPEG Tools X

Simple Multiple:-:] Simple De-multiplex  Multiples l De-multiple:-c] Merge & Eut]

Type:  |MPEG-2Program [VER)]

MPEG-1 System [automatic]
- MPEG-1 Syztem MWER]
File \PEGA VideoCD Add
SWED - TH S ey [hon-standard] Del
SWCD - TNWMPEG-2 Program [VER] BBE
MPEG-2 Super VideoCD [WER] ol
ear

Output: E:MideoshSWCD - TMPGERC. mpg Browse

Run | Cloze

o Choose "MPEG-1 Video-CD (non-standard)" in this "Type" drop down list
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MPEG Tools

Simple Multiple:-:] Simple De-multiplex  Multiples l De-multiple:-c] berge & Eut]

Type:  |MPEG-1Video-CD [non-standard) (1) -

File |rifarmation

SYCD - TMPGEnc.... MPEG-2Video 480:576 25fps 2600kbps
SYCD - TMPGEnc.... MPEG-T Audio Layer-2 44100Hz 224kbps

Output; E:\Wideos 5WCD - TMPGEn: az WCD.mpg

x]

Add

Delete

Clear

Browse é

HunoJ

Cloze

o Be sure to have "MPEG-1 Video-CD (non-standard)" selected

o Click "Browse" to set the output file name

o Hit "Run”... and wait!

Qutputting...

w" Multiplexing...
7 Rewriting header...

R emaining 1:01 COutput =ize: 93,93 MEB

X

That's it! You have now created a fake VCD MPEG-1 file from a SVCD MPEG-2 file.

With VCDEasy's "MPEG Tools" page:

Before
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& VCDEasy v2 - Commercial Version

B=1Es

Fie Edit View Help
IO HXDE ¥ Y99 @
_ (SWCD BuldiRip || MPEG Tools €D Taols |
&

YideoCD Analyze MPEG File ] P
Authoring ﬂ ? )
151#-:[:: - TMPGEnc.mpu_;D | [ mPEGFle | [ Andlyse

[1&Ps "access Paint Sectar") constraint relaxed

A ..
lavingTime=47 5205, Bitrate=0bps, PtsOMfset=0733s, 6283 packets ~
Pictures Yidea Stream: Motion Video, 480x576, 25Fps (PAL), 2600kbps E
encoder Audio Strearm: Audio Standard MPEG laverZ Stereo, 44100Hz, 224kbps
L
[ e |
After

& VCDEasy v2 - Commercial Version

=S

Fle Edt View Help
ok £ 00 499 @
(SWCD BuildfRip || MPEG Tools €D Tools |

Yideo D Analyze MPEG File 7
Authoring —— ﬂ? )

-S'U'CD-TMF‘GEnc as '-.-'CD.mpE) |[ MPEG fle | | Analyse |

[1&Ps {"access Paint Sectar") constraint relaxed

lavingTime=47 5205, Bitrate=0bps, PtsOffset=08065, 6286 packets ~

Pictures Widea Stream: Motion Video, 480x576, 25Fps (PAL), 2600kbps E
encoder Audio Stream; Audio Standard MPEG laverZ Stereo, 44100Hz, 224kbps

v

Now you can proceed as writen in the "How to make your first VideoCD" guide.

If you are lucky you can play VCD with the quality of a SVCD, which is normaly much better.

! "_\ Note that, during authoring, you can use the VCD2.0 features, but not the SVCD ones (for example: selectable subtitles & audio).

! "_\ For some home DVD players, you should use "MPEG-1 Video-CD" instead of "MPEG-1 Video-CD (non-standard)" as
header... even if this "VCD-Header trick" is something ""non-standard" !

| have a JVC XV-521BK Home DVD player and | have to use this trick

Oermens.
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Copyright © 2001-2004 delphi stuff - www.vcdeasy.org
All logos, trademarks are property of their respective owner.
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